m1 DEPARTMEMT OF
HMATURAL RESOURCES
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Ecological & Water Resources

500 Lafayette Road, Box 25
5t. Paul, MN 55155-4025

July 10, 2023
Correspondence # MCE 2023-00276

Chaldelia Browne
WSB & Associates, Inc.

RE: Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Ubdore Study Area AUAR Update,
T114MW R19W Sections 1-4, TL15N R19W Sections 25-28, 33-36; Dakota County

Dear Chaldelia Browne,

As requested, the Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System has been reviewed to determine if
the proposed project has the petential to Impact any rare species or other significant natural features.
Based on the project details provided with the request, the following rare features may be impacted by
the propased praject:

Ecologically Significant Areas

= There is an area ranked as an Areg with Potentiol Loco! Conservation Value in the northeastern
corner of the project boundary (T115M R19W Section 25) that the Minnesota Biclogical Survey
considered for Sites of Biodiversity Significance but was determined to be below the minimum
bladiversity threshald for statewide significance. These areas, however, have conservation value
at the local level as habitat for native plants and anlmals, corridors for animal movements, buffers
surrounding higher guality natural areas, or as areas with high patential for resteration of native
habitat.

MBS Sites of Biodiversity Significance and DNR Mative Plant Communities can be viewed using
the Minnesata Conservation Explorer or their GIS shapefiles can be downloaded from the MM
Geaspatial Cammaens. Please contact the NH Boview Team if you need assistance aceessing the
data. Reference the MBS Site Biodiversity Significance and Native Plant Community websites for
information on interpreting the data.




State-listed Species

Blanding's turtles |Empdoiden blondingi), a state-listed threatened species, have been
documented in the vicinity of the proposed project. Blanding's turtles use upland areas up to and
over a mile distant from wetlands, waterbodies, and watercourses. Uplands are used for nesting,
basking, perlods of dormancy, and traveling between wetlands, Factors believed to contribute ta
the decline of this spedes include collisions with wehicles, wetland drainage and degradation, and
the development of upland habltat. Any added mortality can be detrimental to populations of
Blanding"s turtles, as these turtles have a low repraduction rate that depends upon a high survival

rate to maintain population levels.

This project has the potential to impact this rare turtle through direct fatalities and habitat
disturbance,/destruction due to excavation, fill, and other construction activities associated with
the project. Minnesota’s Endangered Specles Statute (Minnesota Statutes, section 34.0895) and
assoclated Rules (Minneseta Rules, part 6212.1800 to 6212.2300 and 6134) prohibit the take of
threatened or endangered species without a permit. As such, the following aveidance measures
are required:

o Avoid wetland and aguatic impacts during hibernation season, between September 15th
and April 15th, if the area is suitable for hibernation.
The use of crosion control blanket shall be limited to ‘blo-netting” or ‘natural-netting”
types, and specifically not products containing plastic mesh netting or other plastic
components.
= Alsp, be aware that hydro-mulch products may contain small synthetic {plastic)
fibers to aid in their matrix strength. These loose fibers could potentially re-
suspend and make their way into Public Waters, As such, please review mulch
products and do not allow any materials with synthetic [plastic) fiber additives in
areas that drain into Public Waters,
Construction areas, especially aguatic or wetland areas, should be thoroughly checked for
turtles before the use of heawy equipment or any ground disturbance.
*  The Blanding's turtle flyer must be given to all contractors working in the area,
= Monitor for turtles during construction and report any sightings to the QS
Mongame Specialist, Bridgette Timm (Bridgette. Timm@state. mn. us).
If turtles are In imminent danger they must be moved by hand out of harm's way,
otherwise, they are to be left undisturbed.

If following the above avoidance measures is not possible, please contact

NHIS Beview@state mn.us as further action may be needed.

For additional informaticn, see the Blanding’s turtle fact shest, which describes the habitat use

and life history of this species. The fact sheet also provides two lists of recommendations for
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avoiding and minimizing impacts to this rare turtle. Please refer to both lists of
recommendations and apply those that are relevant to your project. For further assistance
regarding the Blanding's turtle, please contact the DNR Regional Nongame Specialist, Bridgette
Tirmm.

The loggerhead shrike {lanius ludovicianus), a state-listed endangered bird, has been
documented in the vicinity of the project site. Loggerhead shrikes use grasslands that contain
shiort grass and scattered perching sites such as hedgerows, shrubs, or small trees. They can be
found in native prairie, pastures, shelterbelts, old fields or orchards, cemeteries, grassy
roadsides, and farmyards, Given the potential for this species to be found in the vicinity of the
project, tree and shrub removal is required to be avoided during the breeding season, April
through July. If you cannot avoid tree removal during loggerhead shrike breeding period, a
qualified surveyor needs to conduct a survey for active nests before any trees or shrubs will be
removed. Surveys must follow the standards contained in the Rare Species Survey Process,
Survey results should be sent to the NH Review Team at Beports MHIS@state, mnus, The list of
approved DNR Animal Surveyors is attached to this MCE project. Project planning should take
into account that the survey needs to be conducted during the appropriate time of the year,
which may be limited.

The lark sparrow (Chondestes grommocus), purple martin (Progne subis), and Ball’s virea, all
state-listed bird species of special concern, have besn documented in the vicinity of the project.
Lark sparrows are found in open, grassland areas with scattered trees and shrubs. They build
their nest an the ground, in a shrub or a small tree. Purple marting nest in colonies and typically
near water. In urban areas, they nest almast exclusively in nest boxes; while in rural areas they
can be found nesting in cavities, such as woodpecker holes. In Minnesota, Bell's vireo prefers
shrub thickets within or bordering open habitats such as grasslands or wetlands. This bird
suspends its nests from forks of low branches of small trees or shrubs. |If feasible, avoid
disturbance to undisturbed grassland areas and tree and shrub removal fram May 155 through
August 15 to avold disturbance of nesting birds.

The Matural Heritage Information System (NHIS) tracks bat roost trees and hibernacula plus some
acoustic data, but this information is not exhaustive. Even if there are no bat records listed
nearby, all seven of Minnesota’s bats, including the federally endangered northern long-eared
bat (\yotis septentrionalis), can be found throughout Minnesota, During the active season
{approximately April-November] bats roost underneath bark, in cavities, or in crevices of bath
live and dead trees, Tree removal can negatively impact bats by destroying roosting habitat,
especially during the pup rearing season when females are forming maternity rogsting colonies
and the pups cannot yet fly, To minimize these impacts, the DMR recommends that tree removal
be avoided from June 1 through August 15,
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Please visit the DNR Rare Species Guide for more information on the habitat use of these species

and recommended measures to avoid or minimize impacts. For further assistance with these
species, please contact the appropriate DMNE Regional Mongame Specialist or Regional Ecologist,

Federally Protected Species

The area of interest overlaps with a Rusty Patched Bumble Bee High Potentiol Zone. The rusty
patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis) is federally listed as endangered and is likely to be present
in suitable habitat within High Potentiol Zones. From April through October this species uses
underground nests in upland grasslands, shrublands, and forest edges, and forages where nectar
and pollen are available. From October through April the species overwinters under tree litter in
upland forests and woodlands. The rusty patched bumble bee may be impacted by a variety of
land management activities including, but not limited to, prescribed fire, tree-removal, haying,
grazing, herbicide use, pesticide use, land-clearing, soil disturbance or compaction, or use of non-
native bees, The LISEWS rusty patched bumble bee guidance provides guidance on avaiding
impacts to rusty patched bumble bee and a key for determining if actions are likely to affect the
species; the determination key can be found in the appendix. If applicable, the DNR also
recommends reseeding disturbed soils with native species of grasses and forbs wsing BWSE Seed
hixes or MnDOT Seed Mixes, Please visit the USEWS Rusty Patched Bumble Bee Map for the

mast current locations of High Potential Zones.

To ensure compliance with federal law, conduct a federal regulatory review using the U.5, Fish
and Wildlife Service's (USFWS) online |nformation for Flanning and Consultation [IFaC] ool

Environmental Review and Permitting

Given the potential presence of state protected species, and the fact that new records are added
perodically, we encourage submission of Natural Heritage Review reguests to ensure avoldance
of take for these species and to determine survey needs as individual projects are planned.

Please include a copy of this letter and the MCE-generated Final Project Report in any state or
local license or permit application. Please note that measures to avoid or minimize disturbance
ta the above rare features may be included as restrictions or conditions in any required parmits

or licenses,

The Natural Heritage Information System (MHIS), a collection of databases that contains information
about Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological and Water
Resources, Department of Matural Resources, The NHIS is continually updated as new information
becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant

species, native plant communities, and other natural features. However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive

inwentory and thus does not represent all of the occurrences of rare features within the state. Therefore,

ecologlcally significant features for which we have no records may exist within the project area. I
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additional information becomes available regarding rare features in the vicinity of the project, further
review may be necessary,

For environmental review purposes, the results of this Natural Heritage Review are valid for one year;
the results are only valid for the project lecation and project description provided with the request, If
project details change or the project has not cocurred within ane year, please resubmit the project for
review within one year of initiating project activities.

The Matural Heritage Review does not constitute project approval by the Department of MNatural
Resources, Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential
impacts to these rare features. Visit the Natural Heritage Review website for additienal infermation
regarding this process, survey puidance, and other related information. For information on the
environmental review process or other natural resource concerns, you may contact your QMR Regonal

Envirgnmental Assessment Ecologist.

Thank you for consulting us on this matter and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural
FESOUNCES,

Sincerely,

A AG) 7
S -’C)--:f’l’#f:-
%

James Drake

Natural Heritage Review Specialist

James. F.Drake@state. mn.us

Ce: Melissa Collins
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Surveyor Phone Number Email Address = & 3 & .
Aquatic Engineering, Inc.
PO Box 3634
La Crosse, WI 54602 0000 O 0
v
Thomas Doolittle #866-781-8770 info@aquaticengineering.org
Glenn Miller #866-781-8770 info@aquaticengineering.org ooty
Becca Winterringer
521 Sycamore Drive
Euclid, OH 44132 0000 e
v
Becca Winterringer #636-544-4754 beccawint6@gmail.com
Carver County Water Management Organization
600 E 4th Street
Chaska, MN 55318 0000 e
v
Andrew Edgcumbe #952-361-1037 aedgcumbe@co.carver.mn.us
Daguna Consulting, LLC
617 20th Street NE
Rochester, MN 55906 0000 00
v
Brett Ostby #540-230-1042 dagunaconsulting@gmail.com
David Heath
109 Hillside Street
Westby, WI 54667 0000 00O
v
David Heath #608-634-4183 davidjheath@hotmail.com
Dean Hansen
402 S 6th Street
Stillwater, MN 55082 00000
4 v
Dean Hansen #612-439-8770 hansel12@umn.edu
Dennis Schlicht
1108 First Avenue
Center Point, IA 52213 00000
4 v
Dennis Schlicht #319-849-1489 dws1108@aol.com
Dennis Skadsen
RR1 Box 113
Grenville, SD 57239 00000
4 v
Dennis Skadsen #605-345-4661 diskadsen@sullybuttes.net
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EcoAnalysts, Inc.
1417 Hoff Industrial Drive
O'Fallon, MO 63366
Eric Belt #636-281-1982 contactmo@ecoanalysts.com bbb by
Heidi Dunn #636-281-1982 contactmo@ecoanalysts.com bbb by
David Ford #636-281-1982 contactmo@ecoanalysts.com o oot U U
Lesley Sneed #636-281-1982 contactmo@ecoanalysts.com o oot U U
Kristin Stockton #636-281-1982 kstockton@ecoanalysts.com 0o b
Ecological & GIS Services
1410 W Euclid Avenue
Indianola, IA 50125
Jerry Selby #515-961-0718  jselby@mchsi.com by
Emmons & Olivier Resources, Inc.
1919 University Avenue West, Suite 300
St. Paul, MN 55104
Mike Majeski #651-770-8448 mmajeski@eorinc.com . b Uy
Jason Naber #651-770-8448 b b
Endangered Resource Services, LLC
572 North Day Road
St. Croix Falls, Wl 54024
Matthew Berg #715-338-7502 saintcroixdfly@gmail.com ooy b
EnviroScience, Inc.
5070 Stow Road
Stow, OH 44224
Emily Grossman #847-269-4159 egrossman@enviroscienceinc.com U o U b
Greg Zimmerman #614-738-6175 gzimmerman@enviroscienceinc.com U U
Frederick Jannett
12 Sunset Lane
St. Paul, MN 55127
Frederick Jannett #651-484-9238 b ootubd
GEIl Consultants, Inc.
3159 Voyager Drive
Green Bay, WI 54311
Demetri Lafkas #920-455-8200 dlafkas@geiconsultants.com H bbb
Helms and Associates
814 North 7th Street
Bellevue, IA 52031-9321
Don Helms #563-872-4563 helmsdon@cistelecom.net oot b
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HRM
1101 South Main Street, Suite 110
Chelsea, MI 48118
David Mifsud #517-522-3524 dmifsud@herprman.com b bbby
Huff & Huff, Inc.
915 Harger Road, Suite 330
Oak Brook, IL 60523
Roger Klocek #630-684-9100  conserve@shcglobal.net o oot U U
Jim Russell
4887 Wilderness Ridge Road
Nisswa, MN 56468-2863
Jim Russell #218-568-4413 o oo u o
Macalaster College
1600 Grand Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105
Daniel Hornbach #651-696-6160  hornbach@macalester.edu oL Hou
Midwest Natural Resources (main contact: Scott Milburn)
1032 West 7th Street, Suite 150
St. Paul, MN 55102
John Bourne #330-601-6241 john.bourne@mnrinc.us = oo
Otto Gockman #612-310-6260 otto.gockman@mnrinc.us = 0
Dylan Lueth #612-310-6260 dylan.lueth@mnrinc.us . ooy
Sarah Rosche #434-222-7832 sarah.rosche@mnrinc.us = oo un
Jake Walden #612-310-6260 jacob.walden@mnrinc.us o u Uy
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55155
Ryan Foley (not for hire)  #651-366-3597 ryan.foley@state.mn.us o oot U U
Moorhead State University, Department of Biology
Building KH, Room 206
Moorhead, MN 56560
Donna Stockrahm #218-236-2576 b ootubd
Normandeau Associates, Inc.
400 Old Reading Pike, Building A, Suite 101
Stowe, PA 19464
Joseph Snavely #484-945-2631  jsnavely@normandeau.com ou U U
Science Museum of MN
120 W Kellogg Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55102
Dick Oehlenschlager #651-221-9450 bbb
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Southwest State University, Department of Biology
Marshall, MN 56258 000000
v
Betsy Desy #507-537-7315
St. Croix Watershed Research Station
16910 152nd Street North
Marine on St. Croix, MN 55047 0000 O 0
v
Toben Lafrancois #651-433-5953  toben@smm.org
Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
10200 Alliance Road, Suite 300
Blue Ash, OH 45242 0000 O 0
v
Cody Fleece #513-262-3994  cody.fleece@stantec.com
(I R O
Rachel Fox #513-635-4511 rachel.fox@stantec.com
2080 Wooddale Drive Suite 100
Woodbury, MN 55125-2920 - 0000
v v
Scott Krych #651-395-5211 scott.krych@stantec.com
209 Commerce Parkway
Cottage Grove, W| 53527 . 00000
v
Brian Bub #608-839-2037 brian.bub@stantec.com
2300 Swan Lake Boulevard, Suite 202
Independence, IA 50644-9708 a0 a0 00
v
Terry VanDeWalle #319-334-3755 terry.vandewalle@stantec.com
SWCA Environmental Consultants
1892 Sheridan Avenue
Sheridan, WY 82801 OO0 0000
v
Jake Powell #307-673-4303  jpowell@swca.com
Tetra Tech, Inc.
2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141
Bloomington, MN 55425 00000
vl |v
Kate Schindler #612-643-2240 kate.schindler@ttemi.com
University of Minnesota, Department of Fisheries, Wildlife & Conservation Biology
143 Hodson Hall, 1980 Folwell Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108 0000 00
v
Mark Hove #612-472-3182 mark_hove@umn.edu
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Surveyor Phone Number Email Address
Western EcoSystems Technology (WEST), Inc.

415 West 17th Street, Suite 200
Cheyenne, WY 82001

Greg Johnson #307-632-2972 gjohnson@west-inc.com

7575 Golden Valley Road, Suite 300
Golden Valley, MN 55427

Alaini Schneider Cossette #612-839-5280 acossette@west-inc.com

Kirsten Frahm #612-750-5295 kfrahm@west-inc.com

s1addpys auield

[]

Westwood Professional Services, Inc.

12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

David Kuhlmann #952-697-5780  david.kuhlmann@westwoodps.com

Wildlife Research & Consulting Services, LLC

PO Box 803
Lakeland, MN 55043

Christopher Smith #612-275-9737 christopher.smith@fieldecology.com

Winona State University

175 Mark Street
Winona, MN 55987

v
Neal Mundahl #507-457-5695  nmundahl@vax2.winona.edu b0 0O

**The identification of mussel species can be difficult; qualified surveyors must pass a mussel identification exam. A permit is
required to handle live mussels. Please contact Bridget Henning-Randa, at bridget.henning-randa@state.mn.us, prior to any mussel
survey work.

The above is a list of individuals who are considered qualified by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) to conduct surveys for endangered and threatened plants within the state of Minnesota. Please note that
the DNR qualifies individuals, not firms. The DNR maintains this list to ensure reliable survey results, which ensures
the DNR’s ability to uphold the Minnesota Endangered Species Statute (Minnesota Statutes, section 84.0895) and
associated rules (Minnesota Rules, part 6212.1800 to 6212.2300 and 6134), and avoids any potential delays due to
misidentified or overlooked threatened or endangered species.

This list is not intended as an endorsement of any one individual over another. There may be other individuals who
are qualified to do rare species surveys. Individuals who would like to be placed on the list should contact Bruce
Carlson at bruce.carlson.state.mn.us.
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